MRC Committee Minutes, 17 May 2001

Where:
50B-6208

When:
Thursday, 17 May 2001

Who:
Alessandra Ciocio, Jon Bashor, Michel Van Hove, Dan Hawkes, Ken Downing, Paul Adams, John Staples, Gary Jung, Doug Olson, Shaheen Tonse

Issue:
Review Bashor's outline for informational document to be presented to laboratory directors.

A draft of the outline had already been circulated via e-mail to all interested parties and Sandy Merola (not present) had posted some suggestions for improvement such as exchanging some paragraphs and suggesting a survey of all scientific computing usage at LBNL.  Include the MASSPAR purchase as a lesson learned the hard way.

Among many suggestions to enhance the informational document (it needs a more formal name) were:

Add material supporting what additional science we could do with an MRC that we can't or aren't doing now.

How many LBNL applications to NERSC get allocated time, and what fraction do not?  What kind of research is being proposed by LBNL scientists, and can we glean out of their applications, particularly the ones for smaller amounts of time, the type of information we are seeking in the questionnaire?  Bashor will look into this.

Clean up the financial model.  Is a model where we contribute hardware outright or implied a viable model, or should usage be charged on a more traditional model?  Is the successful LLNL model applicable to our MRC?

Jon Bashor will find out more about the LANL MRC systems.  (I talked with Ryne, who indicates that there is no lab MRC, but he can provide information on many smaller group systems.)

What if each interested division invested in a smaller MRC, say a 16-processor device with 1 FTE support.  Would this be a more or less efficient scenario than an lab-wide MRC?

LBNL has at least 3 Linux clusters now:


10-node Yucca Mountain


10-node Center for Computational Geophysics


20-node Drisophila cluster, expanding to 40 nodes.

Find out about their use and funding model, and whether the users of those machine would be interested in abandoning those machines for a lab-wide MRC.

Gary Jung is working on his chart of computational power vs {users, groups, users*GFlops} and needs help in getting more information.  It will include everything at LBNL above desktop PCs.

Gary will also extend the schedule document he submitted several meetings ago.  He will also write a verbal description of his financial spread sheet to include in the information document.

Bashor and company will have the first draft of the informational document ready by June 1, in time for revisions before Sandy's presentation to the division directors retreat in late June.

Next week, we will discuss the financial model.

Killer cookies this week courtesy of Jon Bashor!

